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Usually 
• enrollment 700  
• one-semester micro & 
macro principles 
• U.C. Berkeley 
• 12 graduate TA’s (from 
many departments) 
 
2011-2012  
• spent my leave at Siena 
College (liberal arts 
college near Albany NY) 
• one-semester macro 
principles 
• enrollment 34 
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 $31.50 from Amazon 
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What Didn’t Work What Does Work 

! 

Even – especially – with 
30 students 
• Reading check 
• Quick recall 
• Applications 
• What would you do 

 
Typical confusion:  “But 
that’s not how my 
family would behave.” 
• With 30: activity 
• With 700: clicker 
• What would you do if  
  . . . Income increased 
   . . . Interest rates fell 
 . . . Taxes were cut 
• Aggregate individual 

answers 
• Be explicit:  aggregate 

behaves as predicted 
even though some of 
you did not  

Marginal Propensity to Consume: Clicker, Activity, And then… 

And then  
(Activity): You 
announce change 
in income, 
students change 
spending, you 
add up total 
changes, calculate 
class mpc 

And then (clicker): you calculate 
weighted average to get class mpc 

Exchange Rates & Interest Rates: Clicker, Activity, And then… 

And then (clicker): you calculate 
weighted average of US & foreign 
asset holdings, change interest rates, 
offer same choices, calculate new 
weighted average, announce change 
in wealth allocation 

And then  
(Activity): You 
announce 
change in U.S. 
interest rates, 
ask wealthy 
ones how they 
will shift 
wealth, show 
effect on XR, 
announce new 
XR, sell more 
chocolate.  
(Students love 
chocolate!) 


