Economics 1 Enrollment FAQ

Please check the department’s info page at https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/content/course-enrollment or contact the Head GSI Vaishnavi Surendra (econ1.headgsi@berkeley.edu) if you have any further questions AFTER reading the FAQs.

In general! With CalCentral, always practice patience. Breathe!
Q: I would like to enroll in the course, but the waitlist is full. What should I do? 
The class is (or at some point, will be) full.  The waitlist is (or at some point, will be) full. Many students are in your position; demand for this course is very high. We discourage entering freshman from taking Econ 1 in their first semester.  There is plenty to adjust to in that first semester, and adding a rigorous course such as Econ 1 is not necessarily in your best interest.  Take a freshman seminar, take math, fill in your schedule with other breadth classes, and plan to take Econ 1 in Spring, Summer, or Fall 2020.

Q: How do I apply for a Permission Number (PN)?

In August, there may be a few spots set aside for those with a “permission number.” You will need a Permission Number (PN) to obtain one of these spots.  Applications for PNs will be available on the door of the Head GSI’s office, 548 Evans in the first week of classes. Please fill out the form and put the completed form in the envelope.  Deadline:  a few days after classes begin (TBA).  Keep in mind:  demand for these spots is high and very few spots are awarded.

Prof. Olney has nothing to do with enrollment.  The instructor who issues those PNs is the Econ 1 head GSI.
Q: I am on the waitlist. How does it work? Will I get in the course? 

We don’t know if you will get in. There’s no way for anyone to predict whether you’ll get in.
CalCentral will process people on the waitlist by taking into account both where you are on the waitlist overall as well as where you are on the waitlist for the section you're trying to get into.  You might be #3 on the overall waitlist and first on the waitlist for section 107 and someone else might be #18 on the overall waitlist but first on the waitlist for section 101.  If a spot doesn’t open up in section 107 which you’re waiting for, but a spot opens up in section 101 which the person who is #18 on the waitlist is waiting for, #18 will get in to the course ahead of #3.  

It's really hard to tell how many students will drop the class, which is what makes space for students on the waitlist. And it’s impossible to know what sections people will drop from, which is key to moving into the course from the waitlist.  In the past, 1 or 2 people drop from each section, which in total means about 25-50 people get in from the waitlist. Still, this is no guarantee, just a guess.  If you can waitlist yourself for a section with empty or short waitlists, your chances of getting in may be greater. 
Important: we are typically not able to accommodate everyone who is on the waitlist. Be sure you have a backup plan so that you don’t end up under-units.

Q: I am on the waitlist and would like to switch sections. What should I do? 

If you are on the waitlist, you cannot change sections. Your only option is to drop the course and re-add the course with a different section. But if you do this, you will end up at the end of the wait list. Moreover, once the waitlist fills up, you may not even be able to re-add the course if someone else snags your spot on the waitlist between the time you drop and re-add.
Q: I am enrolled in the course and would like to switch sections. What should I do? 

Due to the size of the class, all section changes must be done through CalCentral. If you are enrolled in the course and there is an open seat in another section, you can change sections.  You would use the “change section” option. Be absolutely sure you uncheck or do not check the box that says something about “I’m ok with being on the waitlist for this section” because what that means is “I’m ok with losing my seat in Econ 1 and going onto the overall course waitlist and taking my chances at getting back into Econ 1.” If you are waitlisted for a section you are waitlisted for the course. Because the class will be full, we will be unable to reverse your error and get you back into the course. If you make this mistake, you’re on the waitlist and have to hope someone drops from the section you want. If no one ever drops from that section, then you won’t be able to take Econ 1 this term.

Every semester there are about 10 students who make this mistake, lose their enrollment, land on the waitlist, and then send us a panicked email about which we can do absolutely nothing because someone else has already been moved into their seat in the course. Therefore we think it’s important to tell you that changing sections comes with a risk that you will mess up and lose your seat in the course. We cannot fix your mistake. You’ll have to live with it. (This is how Cal Central was designed. Practice Patience.)
Important: by the end of Phase I, there will be very few sections with open seats.  DO NOT DROP THE CLASS and try to re-add.  If you do, you will lose your seat in Econ 1, and there is nothing any of us can do about it.  
Q: I am enrolled in the course and would like to switch sections BUT the section I want to get into is currently full. What should I do? 

Since the section is full, you will not be able to switch sections. If you try to switch to a full section, you’ll be unenrolled from the course and put on the waitlist for the course.  That is, you will lose your seat in the course! Suck it up and stick with the section you’ve already got. 

Q: Can my GSI change my section? 

No.  Your GSI has no control over the section you are enrolled in, so asking him/her/them to change won't help.  

Q: Can I trade sections with someone without going through CalCentral? 

No, that is not possible. Your official enrollment determines which GSI sees your bCourses grades. Your official enrollment determines which evaluations you’re asked to complete. Any changes that are outside of CalCentral leaves you in a bad position, unable to get credit for your work and unable to complete course evaluations. 
Q: Can I attend a section I am not enrolled in? 

We don't recommend it.  First, you must attend the section in which you are enrolled for the first week of class when we take attendance. Second, the GSI whose section you are enrolled in will be in charge of all your grading.  Third, you are receiving points from your GSI for participation in section, which you can’t earn if you’re not there. Fourth, your GSI will access your quiz scores from bCourses, and can only do this if you are officially enrolled in his/her/their section.  Fifth, you can only complete online student evaluations for GSIs whose section you are officially enrolled in.
Q: I missed my first section, what should I do? 

You should email your GSI and let him/her/them know why you missed the first section and ask not to be dropped (you won't be).  You should attend your next section. To find your GSI's email, you should look up his/her/their name on http://classes.berkeley.edu and his/her/their email address on the course website. (GSI names associated with sections in August.)
Q: I am on the waitlist. Should I attend class?

Yes. If you are later added into the course, you will be responsible for the material covered before you are enrolled. You can also earn clicker points while you are on the waitlist. You can earn participation points in section while you are on the waitlist. And you will want to submit the problem sets when they are due because no late problem sets are accepted, even if the reason is late enrollment. 
Q: I still have questions about enrollment.  Who do I talk with? 

The head GSI (econ1.headgsi@berkeley.edu) handles all enrollment questions for Econ 1.  Neither your GSI nor Professor Olney can help you.  The head GSI’s office hours will be listed on the Econ 1 homepage.
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