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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Martha L. Olney is a Teaching Professor of Economics Emerita at the University of California, Berkeley, where she taught from 1992 until her retirement in 2022. During her career, she also taught at University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Siena College, and Stanford University.  She received her B.S. in economics and mathematics from the University of Redlands (1978) and her Ph.D. in economics from the University of California, Berkeley (1985).  

Professor Olney taught large-enrollment courses in Principles of Economics, Intermediate Macroeconomics, and U.S. Economic History, plus seminars in the Economics of Discrimination, Research Methodology, and Pedagogy.
Professor Olney is the recipient of multiple teaching and mentorship awards: Phi Beta Kappa Northern California Chapter’s Excellence in Teaching Award (2018); UC Berkeley's Social Science Division Distinguished Teaching Award (2015-16); UC Berkeley's Faculty Award for Outstanding Mentorship of GSIs (2014-2015); UC Berkeley's Distinguished Teaching Award (2002-2003); the Economic History Association's Jonathan Hughes Prize for Excellence in Teaching Economic History (1997); and the Distinguished Teaching Award, University of Massachusetts (1990-1991). She was selected as a "Great Teacher in Economics" by the Stavros Center for Economic Education in 2007, and as an Advising Champion by UC Berkeley’s Council on Advising and Student Services in 2021.

Professor Olney is author of several economics textbooks: Microeconomics as a Second Language (Wiley, 2009) and Macroeconomics as a Second Language (Wiley, 2011), co-author with J. Bradford DeLong of Macroeconomics (McGraw-Hill, 2006), and co-author with Paul Krugman and Robin Wells of Essentials of Economics, 1st edition (Worth, 2007).
She is a frequent speaker for both high school and college instructors on issues related to pedagogy, diversifying the economics major, and the interplay between those two topics. Recent speaking engagements include the University of Arizona, Miami University of Ohio, the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Georgia State University, Virginia Tech, and more.

Professor Olney currently serves as a board member of the American Economic Association (AEA) Committee on the Status of LGBTQ+ Individuals (CSQIEP) and a member of the advisory board for Anything But Dismal. From 2020-2022, she also was a member of the AEA Task Force for Outreach to High School and Undergraduate Students in Economics,
Her research is in the areas of macroeconomics and economic history, with a particular focus on consumer spending, saving, and indebtedness in the early 20th century. In 2021, she was elected to the Society of Distinguished Fellows of the Economic History Association. She is the author of Buy Now, Pay Later: Advertising, Credit, and Consumer Durables in the 1920s (University of North Carolina Press, 1991), and several economic history articles. Her work, “The Rise of Services, Deindustrialization, and the Length of Economic Recovery,” co-authored with Aaron Pacitti, was published in Economic Inquiry in 2017 and has been presented at the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Congressional Budget Office. She has also written several articles on the teaching of economics, most recently a chapter on “Promoting Gender Diversity in the Principles of Microeconomics Class” for a collected volume to be published in 2023 by Elgar. 
Martha Olney lives in El Cerrito, California with her wife, Rev. Esther Hargis. Their son is a 2020 graduate of Vassar College and resides in New York City.
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