Birtist & Deiglan.com, 19. juni 2002.

Glasileg umfjollun um island
Jon Steinsson

Eg hef verid busettur i Bandarikjunum ad mestu sidustu sex &ar. begar ég er spurdur
hvadan ég sé og svara islandi eru vidbrogd vidmalenda minna oftast pau sému. Peir reka
i fyrstu upp stor augu og segjast aldrei hafa hitt islending adur. Sidan segja peir mér fra
bvi ad peir hafi einu sinni flogid til Evropu med Flugleioum og hvad Flugleidir sé
dasamlega odyrt flugfélag. P& bendi ég peim idulega & ad Flugleidir sé odyrt fyrir alla
nema Islendinga. Sidan berst talid stundum ad islenskri erfdagreiningu. Stundum er
madur hins vegar bedinn um ad kenna vidkomandi ad bera fram nafn héfudborgarinnar
og otralega oft er madur spurdur hvort pad sé ekki rétt ad Island sé graent en Graenland isi
lagt.

Sidustu vikuna hafa vidbrégd folk hins vegar verid & allt adra lund. FOlk rekur reyndar
enn upp stor augu pegar pad heyrir ad ég sé fra islandi. En sidan hefst pad handa vid ad
segja manni fra pvi ad pad hafi nylega lesid grein um pad hvernig rikisstjorn islands hafi
meinad bandariskum rikisborgurun sem eru medlimir i Falun Gong ad koma til landsins
upp a siokastio. Sem betur fer er folk fremur illa ad sér um petta mal. pott greinar um
malid hafi birst i flestum af sterstu dagblodum Bandarikjanna (New York Times,
Washington Post, Boston Globe, Los Angeles Times, 0.s.fr.) pa voru greinarnar oftast
ner fremur stuttar og innihaldslitlar. Megininntakid i peim flestum er ad islensk
stjornvold hafi virst heldur skdommustuleg pegar pau voru spurd Ut i astedur pessara
adgeroa.

pannig skrifar til deemis New York Times: “They had valid American passports. They
had paid for their tickets. So the State Department wants to know why dozens of
Americans were turned away at airports around the United States this week when they
tried to fly to Iceland. The department said today that it was asking Iceland's government
for an explanation of why it had ordered the state airline, Icelandair, to refuse passage to
American citizens who appeared on a list of followers of the Falun Gong spiritual
movement. The government of Iceland has an explanation, though it seems a little
embarrassed to offer it. Although Iceland takes pride in free-speech traditions that date
from 930, the government does not want protests to interfere with the visit this week of
the Chinese president, Jiang Zemin, Iceland's ambassador to Washington said. China has
branded Falun Gong an "evil cult." Mr. Jiang is scheduled to remain in Iceland through
Sunday.” Glesileg umfjéllun, ekki satt?

Sem betur fer hafdi pé ekkert bladana pytt pad sem David Oddsson lét hafa eftir sér i
islenskum fjolmidlum pessa daga. Svo sem pad ad: ,,Vid heimilum ekki ad Flugleidir taki
folk hingad, sem er a pessum tiltekna tima komid i akvednum tilgangi, sem er andstedur
pvi sem hentar islenskum stjérnvéldum um pessar mundir.” bessi frasi hefid abyggilega
hljomad heldur illa & ensku.



