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 Figure VII
 Regional Poverty Rates ($1.5 a Day Line)

 poverty rates in Africa had reached close to 50 percent, while
 those in Asia had declined to less than 3 percent. The three
 decades have been almost equally terrible: the poverty rate in
 creased from 35.1 percent to 37.2 percent in the 1970s, to 43.7
 percent in 1990, and to 48.8 percent in 2000. The overall number
 of poor grew from 94 million in 1970 to almost 297 million in
 2000. That is, the total number of poor in Africa jumped by more
 than 200 million citizens (an increase of 36 million during the
 1970s, 74 during the 1980s, and 92 during the 1990s). Within
 Africa, poverty head counts increased in all countries with the
 exception of Botswana, the Republic of Congo, and the small
 islands of Mauritius, Cape Verde, and the Seychelles.

 This disappointing performance, together with the great suc
 cess of the other two poor regions of the world (East and South
 Asia) means that the majority of the world's poor now live in
 Africa. Indeed, Africa accounted for only 14.5 percent of the
 world's poor in 1970. Today, despite the fact that Africa accounts
 for only 10.7 percent ofthe world population, it accounts for 74.5
 percent of the world's poor (see the bottom panel of Table II).
 Poverty, once an essentially Asian phenomenon, has become an
 essentially African phenomenon.

 With close to 500 million citizens (about 9 percent of the
 world population), Latin America has had a mixed performance
 over the last three decades. Poverty rates were cut by more
 than one-half between 1970 (poverty rate of 10.3 percent) and
 2000 (4.2 percent). This would be an optimistic picture if it
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